Ipsen Ltd. 
190 Bath Road

Slough

Berkshire
SL1 3XE 
[Date]

Dear Sir/Madam

I was shocked to learn that your company conducts cruel animal experiments for the batch testing of Dysport®.  I am appalled at the treatment of the mice used in these tests, uncovered by the recent BUAV investigation at your contracted testing facility, Wickham Laboratories in the UK. 

As you know, for the LD50 test, groups of mice are injected with different doses of the substance in the abdomen.  Many of the mice suffer from paralysis, impaired vision and respiratory distress.  After up to three or four days of suffering, if left, they die of suffocation. Attempts by staff to intervene and kill the mice before they died this agonising death often failed. The BUAV investigation found that many more mice died from the effects of the toxin than were killed.
Although the European Pharmacopoeia lists this test for every batch of botulinum toxin, there is an alternative test that does not use live animals which is allowed.  It is in your hands to use this alternative method.
I urge you to cooperate with the other manufacturers of botulinum toxin products to achieve a deletion of the mouse LD50 test in the European Pharmacopoeia.
Until I am assured that you are no longer using the LD50 test, I will encourage all my friends not to use your botox products.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

