Lynne Featherstone MP

Home Office

Peel Building
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF
[Date]

Dear Ms Featherstone
I was appalled to learn about the treatment of animals at Wickham Laboratories, uncovered by the BUAV. Their investigation found that up to 74,000 mice per year are used in cruel poisoning tests for a botox product. The suffering of the mice was extreme and the measures put in place to reduce this were completely inadequate.

I was also disturbed to hear about the treatment of up to one hundred rabbits in pyrogenicity tests. Rabbits were repeatedly re-used in this test, which required them to be restrained by their necks in stocks with temperature probes inserted in their rectums for up to 8 hours. Many of these tests are not required under European Pharmacopoeial regulations.

I urge you to:

· withdraw Wickham Laboratories’ licence to carry out experiments on animals
· conduct an independent investigation into the extent to which the Home Office has properly enforced the 3Rs (replacement, reduction and refinement) with regard to these animal tests at Wickham

· immediately withdrawal all project licences for LD50 tests for botulinum toxin, abnormal toxicity tests and pyrogenicity tests in other UK establishments.

Yours sincerely,

